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the fact that, under the rule of fascist white terror in
a semi-colonial and semi-feudalistic country like China.
revolutionary trade union organisations and revolution-
ary struggles had no legal protection whatever,
we did not know how to organise proper defence
and retreat on the occasions when the movement
met with setbacks; on the contrary, we adven-
turously organised offensives and openly orga-
nised workers' strikes and demonstrations and even
armed struggle. As a result, the revolutionary organi-
sations and revolutionary forces in the cities suffered
severe damage and destruction, resulting in terrific
losses and at one time even leading to the destruction
of practically all organisations of the Party and revolu-
lutionary mass organisations by the enemy. I myself
have committed serious mistakes on this question and
therefore feel deeply about this historical lesson.

Later on, owing to the correct leadership of Comrade
Mao Tse-tung and Comrade Liu Shao-chi, who sternly
criticised this mistake of "Left" adventurism, we found
the correct direction and the correct method of combin-
ing open and secret work, and, after 15 years of strenu-
ous efforts, attained great achievements in the work
in the cities; thus enabling our army to obtain strong
support from the broad masses of workers in liberating
the cities as they do today. In the experiences of China,
Right opportunism was also opposed and this occurred
during the two periods of united front with the Kuo-
mintang. The tendencies of legalism and liquidationism
were also opposed and they occurred during the early
period after the failure of the first Great Revolution.
But this mistake of Right deviation did not exist long
as an ideological trend and was soon overcome. But
just after this Right deviation was overcome there
occurred a Left adventuristic deviation which endangered
the Party for a long time, causing greater losses to the
Party. It was only after this Left adventuristic devia-
tion was completely overcome that the movement took
the correct track and advanced smoothly to attain final
victory.

The third and most fundamental reason why the
Chinese working class has led the revolution to victory